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Extract from Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary 1837
AGHADA, or AHADA, a parish, partly in the barony of BARRYMORE, but chiefly in that of
IMOKILLY, county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 4 miles (S. W. by W.) from Cloyne;
containing 2512 inhabitants. This parish, which includes the small fishing village of Whitegate, is
situated on the south side of Cork harbour, and on the road from Cloyne to Carlisle Fort. The village of
Aghada occupies an elevated site, and contains the parish church and R. C. chapel. The village of
Whitegate is a small fishing port, where several boats are employed in raising sand from the harbour,
which is used for manure. On the north side of the parish a neat small pier has been constructed by
subscription, where a steam-boat from Cork or Cove calls every Tuesday during the summer, and
where coal and sand are occasionally landed. About 50 females are employed in platting Tuscan straw
for exportation, and a few in platting the crested dog's tail, or "traneen," grass found here. The parish
comprises 2331 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act: the greater part is under tillage, and
nearly the whole of the remainder is pasture; there is very little waste land or bog. At Whitegate are
two quarries of stone used for building. There are several handsome houses within its limits: the
principal are Aghada House, the residence of J. Roche, Esq.; Whitegate House, of Mrs. Blakeney
Fitzgerald; Careystown, of Mrs. Atkin; Hadwell Lodge, of J. Penrose, Esq.; Hadwell, of the Rev. Dr.
Austen; Maryland House, of J. Haynes, Esq.; Rathcourcy, of J. Smith, Esq.; and the glebe-house, of
the Rev. J. Gore. There is a coast-guard station at East Ferry. The living is a rectory and vicarage, in
the diocese of Cloyne; the tithes amount to £292. 15. 6. The church, a neat structure, situated on an
eminence above the harbour of Cove, was erected in 1812. The glebe-house adjoins it, and for its
erection the late Board of First Fruits, in 1814, granted a loan of £1000 and a gift of £100: the glebe
comprises 20 acres of profitable land. The parochial school at Farcet was founded by the late Bishop
Brinkley, who endowed it with two acres of land from the glebe, and is further supported by the
Marchioness of Thomond. A school at Whitegate Hill was founded in 1827, for 50 boys, by the late R.
U. Fitzgerald, Esq., who endowed it with £500; and female and infants' schools have been built and
are supported by his widow, Mrs. Blakeney Fitzgerald. In these schools about 100 boys and 50 girls
receive instruction: there are also two private schools, in which are about 50 boys and 40 girls. In the
village of Aghada are the picturesque ruins of the old church.

