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Proclamation in Support of Act of Union 

Belfast Newsletter Tuesday 30 July 1799 

 
 
 

At time when a difference of opinion appears to prevail in this Kingdom, respecting a 
Legislative Union with Great Britain, we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, deeply 
interested in the welfare of this extensive county; which forms a respectable portion of 

the kingdom, feel ourselves called on to declare our sentiments in public and 
unequivocal manner, on that important subject. 

 
We are fully persuaded that such a Union established on the terms of equity and 

reciprocity would invigorate the resources, increase the wealth and add powerfully to 
the security of both countries; enabling them to oppose their common enemy with 
increased strength, most effectually to defeat every insidious attempt to divide the 

empire for the purpose of subduing it. 
 

We are firmly convinced it would add to the welfare, the credit and the immediate 
prosperity of Ireland, and that by uniting our strength in the closest manner with the 

most free and the most happy people on earth, we should exert the best possible means 
in our power for preserving the safety, the honour and the security of our dearest 

rights. 



 
Determined therefore as we, to stand or fall with Great Britain, we look forward to with 
the greatest anxiety to this connection, as the most effectual means of putting to an end 
to all our factious and religious animosities and of reconciling the people of Ireland to 

each other, by doing away with ill founded jealousies between fellow subjects. 
 

Extract of Signatories to the Proclamation 
 

 
 

Extracts from Samuel Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary 1837 

DONOUGHMORE, a parish, partly in the barony of BARRETTS, but chiefly in that of EAST 
MUSKERRY, county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 12 miles (W. N. W.) from Cork, on the 
new line of road to Kanturk; containing 6794 inhabitants. This parish comprises 22,000 statute acres, 
of which 8000 acres, which had been forcibly withheld from the see of Cloyne (to which nearly half 
the parish belongs), since the year 1539, were, in 1709, recovered by Bishop Crow, and are now the 
property of that see, but in the hands of the Commissioners under the Church Temporalities act: about 
2880 acres are bog and mountain, and the remainder is good arable and pasture land. The soil is 
generally cold and wet, except in the neighbourhood of Derry, where the lands are well cultivated and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



very productive. Not more than one-fourth of the land is under tillage; the remainder is mountain 
pasture and bog, especially in the northern part of the parish, where a vast tract of heathy bog and 
moorland extends to the summit of the Boggra mountain, on which numerous herds of cattle are 
pastured. The principal residences are Derry, that of J. B. Gibbs, Esq.; Derry Cottage, of the Rev. W. 
Meade; Kilcullen, of Jer. Lynch, Esq.; Firmount, of Horace Townsend* (Horace Townsend [6B01]) Esq.; 
and Fortnaght, of the Rev. Morgan O'Brien. The new line of road from Cork to Kanturk passes 
through this wild district, and will contribute greatly to its improvement: the rivers Dripsey and 
Awenbeg have their rise in it. Fairs are held on May 18th and Nov. 21st for general farming stock. 
Near the cross of Donoughmore is a constabulary police barrack. A manorial court is held under the 
Bishop of Cloyne and petty sessions monthly. The rectory constitutes the corps of the prebend of 
Cloyne in the cathedral of St. Colman, and in the patronage of the Bishop: the tithes amount to £1100. 
The glebe-house is a very old building; the glebe comprises 14 acres of fertile land. The church is a 
small and very old edifice in a state of great dilapidation, and is about to be rebuilt by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. A school is supported by the rector, in which about 20 children are 
educated; at Garrane is a school, in which about 30 boys and 20 girls are instructed, and for which a 
house was given by Mr. Stowell; and there are five pay schools, in which are about 300 boys and 160 
girls. Between this parish and Kilshanig is the Pass of Redshard, where Lord-President St. Leger, in 
1641, drew up such forces as he could raise to oppose the insurgents coming from the county of 
Limerick, and commanded by Lord Mountgarret, but on their messengers showing him their pretended 
commission from the king, he disbanded his forces and retired to Cork. This place gives the title of 
Earl to the family of Hutchinson.  
 
*  Samuel’s son. 

SKIBBEREEN, a market and post-town, partly in the parish of ABBEYSTROWRY, but chiefly in 
that of CREAGH, Eastern Division of the barony of WEST CARBERY, county of CORK, and 
province of MUNSTER, 42 miles (S. W.) from Cork, on the mail road to Bantry, and 167 1/4 (S. W.) 
from Dublin; containing 4429 inhabitants. In 1691, an engagement took place in the vicinity between 
the forces of Jas. II and Col. Becher*, who commanded about 500 of the militia, when the former were 
put to flight, with the loss of 60 men and a large number of cattle. Three years afterwards, a party of 
40 rapparees came into the town and plundered the custom-house, which belonged to the port of 
Baltimore, and killed two revenue officers. The town, from its situation in a wild, unenclosed part of 
the country, has frequently been the rendezvous of disaffected parties, but it has been much improved 
of late years, and is now a very flourishing place. It is situated on the southern bank of the river Ilen, 
and comprises seven streets; that part which extends into the parish of Abbeystrewry is called 
Bridgetown, and consists of three streets, one of which has been recently formed. The number of 
houses in the whole town is 1014, many of which, in the eastern part and in the parish of Creagh**, are 
large and well built: the approaches have been much improved by the formation of new lines of road at 
each extremity.  This place had formerly a very considerable trade, arising from the manufacture of 
woollen cloth, linen, checks, and handkerchiefs, which has altogether declined: it is, however, very 
advantageously situated for trade in an extensive and improving district; the tide from the harbour of 
Baltimore flows up to the town, and the river is navigable for vessels of 200 tons' burden to Oldcourt, 
two miles below Skibbereen. In the town are capacious storehouses for corn, and a considerable 
quantity of flour is also exported from the mills of Mr. .J. Clark, on the bank of the Ilen, a quarter of a 
mile from the town. A porter brewery upon an extensive scale was established in 1809; it is the 
property of Daniel Mc Carthy, Esq., and is in full operation, many of the neighbouring towns being 
supplied from the establishment. The market days are Wednesday and Saturday, the former for the 
Bridgetown portion, and the latter, which is the principal market, for Staplestown. Milk and fuel are 
also exposed daily in the market-place for sale. The supply of provisions is very abundant, particularly 
fish and poultry: pigs and sheep are also sold in great numbers. The marketplace being small, and the 
market-house old and inconvenient, the articles brought for sale on the regular market-days are 
exposed in the public streets and in a place called the square. Fairs are held on May 14th, July 10th, 
Aug. 2nd, Oct. 12th, and Dec. 11th and 23rd; and petty sessions on Wednesdays. The sessions-house 
and bridewell is a large and handsome building in the Grecian style, occupying an elevated site near 
the entrance to the town from Cork. There is also an infantry barrack; and Skibbereen is the residence 
of the inspecting commander of the coast-guard stations of the district, of which it is the head, 
comprising those of Milkcove, Glandore, Castle-Townsend, Barlogue, Baltimore, Long Island, 
Crookhaven, Dunmanus, and Whitehorse, and extending from Sheep Head to Rosscarbery.  The 



parochial church of Abbeystrewry is situated in Bridgetown; it is a large edifice in the early English 
style, with a tower at the east end, erected in 1827, at an expense of £1200, towards which £900 was 
contributed by the late Board of First Fruits. Parochial schools for boys and girls were erected near the 
church, in 1825, by the vicar; and an infants' school was built in 1835. There is also a Sunday school 
under the care of the Protestant clergyman. Near the R. C. chapel are large school-houses, built by the 
late Dr. Collins, which are supported by the National Board. A dispensary is maintained in the 
customary manner. There are numerous large and handsome houses near the town, the principal of 
which are noticed in the description of Abbeystrewry. 

* Col Becher was the father of Elizabeth who married Horatio Townsend [104]  

**  Becher connections with Mary Townsend [121] and Edward [401]. 

 
 

 
 


