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CLONAKILTY, or CLOUGHNAKILTY, an incorporated sea-port, market and post-town (formerly a 
parliamentary borough), in the parish of KILGARIFF, East Division of the barony of EAST CARBERY, 
county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 25 1/2 miles (S. W. by S.) from Cork, and 15l 1/2 miles (S. 
W.) from Dublin; containing 3807 inhabitants. The town is situated on the Gorar or Farla River, which falls 
into the bay close to the principal street, and in a pleasant fertile valley environed by hills of moderate 
elevation, which descend to the harbour. It consists of four principal streets diverging at right angles from the 
centre, and is well supplied with water from two public pumps erected by the Earl of Shannon. It has been 
much improved recently by the erection of several good houses and a spacious square, the centre of which is 
planted and laid out in walks, so as to form an agreeable promenade. Some excellent roads have also been 
made in the neighbourhood. A public library was established by a body of shareholders, in 1825: there are also 
three news-rooms and a lending library for the poor. Balls are occasionally given in the rooms over the 
market-house, during the sessions week. There are commodious infantry barracks for 4 officers and 68 
privates. The staple trade of the town is the linen manufacture, which furnishes employment to 400 looms and 
1000 persons, who manufacture to the amount of £250 or £300 weekly, but when the trade was in the height 
of its prosperity, the weekly sales were frequently £1000. The cotton-manufacture also employs about 40 
looms. A spacious linen-hall was built some years since by the Earl of Shannon: it is attended by a sworn 
salesman and three deputies, by whom all the cloth brought to the hall is measured and marked. The corn 
trade is carried on chiefly by agents for the Cork merchants, who ship it here and receive coal as a return 
cargo. There are 14 lighters of 17 tons burden each regularly employed in raising and conveying sand to be 
used in the neighbourhood as manure. The harbour is only fit for small vessels, the channel being extremely 
narrow and dangerous, and having at the entrance a bar, over which vessels above 100 tons can only pass at 
high spring tides: large vessels, therefore, discharge their cargoes at Ring, about a mile below the town. It is 
much used as a safety harbour by the small craft for several miles along the coast. The market is held on 
Friday, and is amply supplied with good and cheap provisions; and three fairs are held under the charter on 
April 5th, Oct. 10th, and Nov. 12th, and two subsequently established on June 1st and Aug. 1st, all for cattle, 
sheep, and pigs; the Oct. and Nov. fairs are noted for a large supply of turkeys and fowls. A spacious market-
house has been built, at an expense of £600; and shambles were erected in 1833, by the corporation, on 
ground let rent-free by the Earl of Shannon, who is proprietor of the borough. A chief constabulary police 
force has been stationed here. 

By the charter of Jas. I. the inhabitants were incorporated under the designation of the "Sovereign, Free 
Burgesses, and Commonalty of the Borough of Cloughnakilty;" and Sir Richard Boyle was constituted lord of 
the town, with power to appoint several of the officers, and to a certain extent to superintend the affairs of the 
corporation, which was to consist of a sovereign and not less than 13 nor more than 24 burgesses, assisted by 
a serjeant-at-mace, three constables, a toll-collector, and weighmaster. The sovereign is annually elected by 
the lord of the town out of three burgesses chosen by the corporation, and the recorder is also appointed by 
him. Vacancies among the burgesses are filled up by themselves from among the freemen, who are admitted 
solely by favour of the corporation. The sovereign and recorder are justices of the peace within the borough, 
the limits of which extend for a mile and a half in every direction from a point nearly in the centre of the 
town, called the Old Chapel. The charter conferred the right of sending two members to the Irish parliament, 
which it continued to exercise till the Union, when the £15,000 awarded as compensation for its 
disfranchisement was paid to the Earl of Shannon, a descendant of Sir Richard Boyle. The sovereign and 
recorder were empowered to hold a court of record, for the recovery of debts and the determination of all 
pleas to the amount of £20 late currency; but since the passing of the act limiting the power of arrest to sums 
exceeding £20, it has been discontinued. A manorial court is held every third Wednesday by a seneschal 
appointed by the Earl of Shannon, which takes cognizance of debts and pleas not exceeding 40s.; and the 
sovereign and recorder hold courts of petty session in the market-house, every Monday. Petty sessions are also 
held every Thursday by the county magistrates; and the general quarter sessions for the West Riding of the 



county are held here in July. The county court-house is a neat edifice of hewn stone, ornamented with a 
pediment and cornice supported by two broad pilasters, between which is a handsome Venetian window. 
Connected with it is a bridewell, and both were erected at the expense of the county. 

The parish church of Kilgariff is situated in the town, on an eminence to the north of the main street: it is a 
plain edifice, with a square tower at the west end, and was rebuilt in 1818, at an expense of £1300, of which 
£500 was a loan from the late Board of First Fruits, and the remainder was contributed by the Earl of Shannon 
and the Rev. H. Townsend (Rev Horatio Townsend [5D00]). A classical school was established in 1808, under 
the patronage of the Earl of Shannon, who has assigned a large and handsome house, with land, for the 
residence of the master: there are more than 60 boys on the establishment. A dispensary, a house of industry, 
and a benevolent society have been established, which have been found highly beneficial, and are liberally 
supported by the Earl of Shannon and the inhabitants generally. The late Michael Collins, D. D., R. C. Bishop 
of Cloyne and Ross, who was author of several tracts on the state of Ireland, and was examined before a 
committee of the House of Commons, in 1825, was a native of this place. About a mile north of the town is a 
tolerably perfect druidical temple, some of the stones of which are nearly as large as those of Stonehenge; the 
centre stone of the circle is very large, and is composed of one mass of white quartz. 

Transcript of a letter from Edward Townsend [620] to his Mother about the  
appearance of Edward when they met at Poona 

February 5. 1850.         Poona,  

My dearest Mother, 
 I prepare betimes for the mid-monthly mail, for time is now much taken up, not only with Brigade 
reviews twice a week, & Sunday interludes on other days, but E.H.T. (Edward Hume Townsend [626] ) being 
here, halting after his Southern term, preparatory to his proceeding thro' the N. Districts. He pitched his Camp 
on the outskirt of Poona Tues. morning Jan. 26. when we breakfasted and shared the day in his Canvas abode. 
He looks very well. i.e. 2/3 of him, the other 1/3 being invisible in a long beard & green spectacles. His first 
public appearance occasioned a report in Camp of Sir Charles Napier's arrival, whose pleasure it also is to 
wear beard & specs. He has not decided on what day to resume his march; and I am dying to prolong his halt, 
for a little intermediate idleness will do him good. It is a bad flaw, all work and no play… Ever aff'ly E.T.  

Transcript of letters from Edward to his Aunt Elizabeth [410] about the purchase of property at 
Kilreen  Cuilnaconara  

(E.H.Townsend's hand)  
May 23. 1853.        Flower-Grove,  

My dearest Aunt, 
 I must not allow another post to leave, without a letter from me giving a full detail of my performances 
on Friday last, when I purchased for £6950 - - three lots of the Kilreen farm, containing altogether 644 statute 
acres, & likely to produce a profit rent of £272 per annum: so Horace Poole thinks, & he has examined the 
whole carefully. The price was more than I intended to give, but I was drawn into it by the fact that the first lot 
went proportionally low: so much that the creditors wanted to stop the sale. The 2nd lot of the farm was too 
large for me to purchase, & for the 3rd & 4th lots there was great competition, as they being all closely united 
together & the tenants having farms in both, their possession was a matter of importance to the owners of both 
No. 1 & No.2. Ultimately, I obtained lots 3 & 4, in addition to No. 1.  



 I shall now however be obliged to draw the money from the funds, which after the receipt of your letter on 
the subject I had resolved not to do. 

My means for repayment are as follows:  
 Money in India   £4000 
 Hamilton's bond   £1000 
 Money in funds   £2400 
 Total     £7400 

Hamilton's money is not payable at present I know. So £1000, from dear Harriett, for which I shall pay her, 4 
per cent, and £3500 from the Provincial Bank at 5 per cent : this last I hope to pay so soon as my money 
arrives from India, for which I wrote via Marseilles on Saturday. My immediate reserves therefore are:  
 Funds   £2400 
 Harriett's   £1000 
 Provincial Bank £3500 
 Total   £6900 

The funded money may produce more than the above: if so, I shall borrow so much the less from the Bank: 
the Indian Money will be more or less according to exchange - the rates of remittance &c. Whatever surplus 
there may be, I propose placing immediately in the Bank of Ireland, to invest, on Harriett's account, & adding 
to it every available sum, till that money is paid. The next thing will be to repay the girls' money to the funds, 
& this (if it please God to spare my life & ability) I shall do steadily & with the least possible delay. In the 
mean time there is Hamilton's £1000, in part payment (5 per cent on which he pays most punctually) & I will 
without delay make up another will, giving the girls £1000 each, from the farm, as a compensation for their 
present loss of interest. I mean £3000 altogether for the 3 girls. This I hope will be altogether an equitable 
arrangement. I shall be glad to know your opinion of it.    [rest missing.]  

(E.H.Townsend's hand)  
June 9th. 1854.        Newcourt,  

My dearest Aunt, 

 Your welcome letter of 20th ult. deserved an earlier answer but our emigration from Flower Grove, the 
time spent on the road, & that occupied in friends' houses all have helped to swallow up time and to leave 
very little for writing………We reached Mayfield about 2 pm. And Joanna ([5D04]) was one of the first to 
meet us; she was wonderfully calm……..The next day, Horace Poole (Joanna’s son) drove me to Kilreen both 
to see it, and my new purchase of Cuilnaconara, which was sold on 23rd. May. The history of that purchase is 
as follows: Horace P. wrote to me that a farm adjoining to Kilreen was for sale & that I w'd do well to buy it if 
possible - for that it contained very good land, & was well situated, but that it would not be sold under £3000, 
and that it w'd cost perhaps £200 or £300 over that sum. I replied that I had barely £2000 - (the remainder of 
my Indian Money) and that I must try and procure something smaller. H. replied that nothing smaller was for 
sale, and that so nice a farm as Cuilnaconara would not easily be found again, and that he would obtain for me 
about £1000 Irish - if I chose to borrow it. When I looked at the account of the farm & the estimates sent by 
Horace P. - it struck me that it was worth £3500 - and that nothing less would purchase it. I therefore 
determined on the Thursday before the sale (the latter was to take place on Tuesday 23rd May) to apply to 
Michael Webb - for a loan either to make up the £1500 - along with the £1000 Irish - or for the entire sum if 
he could lend it. I looked for a ..... [rest missing]   



Rebuttal to allegations in the book "The Conquest of Scinde" by 
Sir William Napier  

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



First page of Edward’s Journal 

 



Susan’s Sketch of one of their Tents 


