Charlotte Frances Townsend [SD27]
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Painting of Derry House




Derry ca 1900
Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland
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Charlotte




Townshend Family Group at The Castle ca 1898

Miss Purdon, Geta (?), Helen Morragh, Mrs Cairns, Miss U Somerville, Charles Loftus Townshend
[5C01] (in trilby), Prof Edward (with beard) & Mrs Townshend [6B20], Miss Becher, Cherry Spaight,
Edie Whitla (dau of [541]), Arthur Townshend [537] of Myross (in boater), Miss Martin, Not known man
in dark suit and boater

Madam O’Donovan, Captain Gorges, Sylvia Townshend [268], B Somerville, Miss Charlotte
Townshend [SD27], Beatrice Townshend [5C01], Madame de Bunsen

Georgie Whitla (son of [541]), Rita Morragh, Commander Stokes, Rev Horace Townshend [634], Col
Coghill, Grace Somerville

This photo must have been taken after June 1897, when Charles Loftus Townshend purchased The Castle,
and June 1898, when Charlotte Townshend married George Bernard Shaw

Left to Right
Maria, Charlotte, Hugh Cholmondeley, Mary Payne Townshend at Derry




Comment on Charlotte’s Will
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A CULTURAL WINDFALL.

Everyoxe with a sense of humour in
Ireland will be interested to observe
the reactmns over here to the impli-
cations in \lrs G. B. Shaw’s will,
that her mumﬁcent bequest ‘e;t‘
£100,000 or thereabouts is necessary
for the promotion of cultured ‘appre-
ciation of art and the promotion of
what the Victorians called gentility
and refinement. The older generation
in Ireland can easily remember how
they were brought up in the belief
that the Irish were a highly civilised
and refined race when the English
were roaming along the shores of the
Wesser and Elbe clad in coats of
paint. We were then taught that all
the real Irish were descended from
kings and chiefs who were also saints
and scholars. The innate courtesy
and politeness of the Irish peasant
was highly commended by strangers
who visited the country, and generally
the Irish as a whole had fairly high
opinion of themselves and tried to
live up to it. In -a later generation
we were, in effect, told that we were
too polite, and too much given to
copy the manners and the accents of
our oppressors. A new movement
taught that normal conventions of a
civilised and cultured society were
marks of subserviency and the slave
mind.  And, of course, as the prime
object in life was to drive the English
language out of the country, it"did
not matter whether the child was
tanght to speak ‘it correctly or not,
and no serious progress was made in
that direction in the primary schools
for a quarter of a century. We
mention the primary schools without
any intention of making any reflec-

tlon on the sorely-tned teachers, who.\,_
‘are doing their best for the children

under difficult circumstances imposed
on them by a quas1—pohtrcal Depart-
ment of Education under the inspira-

| tion of a wholly political Minister.

The secondary schools are in a better
position to look after themselves. The
universities are autonomous, and
whether they succeed or fail in
developing a cultured mentality and
outlook is a gnatter for themselves.
This gift, the largest made within
living memory for educational pur-
poses, will, as far as it goes, tend
to neutralise the .effects of that
particular feeling which took root in
Ireland some forty or fifty years ago,
that social conventions did not, or
should ' not, matter so much. It

‘means something more, however.

No one can reasonably object to
bringing the masterpieces of fine arts
within the reach of the people of
Ireland “Teaching, promoting and
encouraging in Ireland self-control.
elocution, deportment., the arts of
social iﬁgercpurse and other arts of
public, private, professional and
business life’”’ should be beneficial to
us, even -though there is a suggestion
that we lack these polite amenities.
Possibly, some people on this side of
the border may look askance the gift,
but Mrs Shaw recognised no. border.
If we were to refuse acceptance of our
share of it, our friends on the other
side would doubtless not object to
taking more than their share. And
apparently there wonld he no bar to
the trustees founding chairs < and




