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Extract from The Irish Country House - A Social History
Peter Somerville-Large

appy Families

We were never without visitoes at Newcourt ... When they came it was
anything from a formight to a month. For summer the house was always
- crammed, the jollicst house pany.

[sabel Chavasse, e Flemang

February 1819 a cart could be seen making its way from Newcourt House
car Skibbereen in Co Cork westward along a rutted track. There were no
pads capable of taking a carmiage, and although the journcy was little more
1an thirty miles, it represented something of an odyssey. The young couple
tho sat in the jolting vehicle on a martress which had been placed over straw
gt the humiliation of travelling in a ‘common bute cart’. They were not
casants, but members of the tight knot of Protestant familics who had
pminated this area for gencrations,

Eliza (Dizic) Townsend, the daughter of the agriculturiss Horace
ownsend, of Derry House near Ross Carbery, had married Lionel Fleming,

ho lived twenty miles away ar Newcourt, a substantial house outside
n to which he was heir. To solve the problem of kecping him
scupied until he inherited the main property, his father, Becher Fleming,

d dispatched him to a picce of family property on the coast at the farthest
d of West Cork. Dizic was very much aware that apart from the local
ergvman and a drunkard who lived ten miles away, there were no gentlefolk
 the neighbourhood.

The rocky landscape was scarrered with hovels that Thackeray would
to kraals. In comparison Ballvdevlin, the simple two-storeved house
< ing the Fastnet, where Lionel took his bride, was palatial, but she
¢ the lack of the comforts she had enjoved at Derry. Rooms were lit by
poky candles made of mutton far. *Sometimes the wicks were the pith of
shes and sometimes cotton twine. They had a nasty smell and gave poor
ght." Few vegetables were grown, and to a large extent the couple, and in

¢ course their children, relied on supplics sent by their parents. Since no
ot crops were grown to keep animals alive, in winter, when scaweed was

ed as a substitute for cabbage, their dict of murtton, ling, salted pork and

kon (including pigs” heads and feet) was only occasionally enlivened by

I's gun with rabbit, hare and wild duck.

nearest post town, Skibbereen, was thirty mikes away, and the

mings followed the practice at remote houses of relving on their own

private barcfoot post. They used regular messengers who were sent
daily, bag on back, covening the thirty miks berween Ballvdevlin and
Newcourt and the twenty mikes beyond that to Ross Carbery for the
exchange of letters between Dizic and her father. One woman called Peggy
Jourdan, who made the joumncy in a day, uxhwdwuv.‘omcnsmmy ]
hfm\gupkgmdpmnngdmnkgwbm&tgdnkmhcmmm
Derry.’

melb«amampstrxc.apmnmwhndmuamdms)mbolof the
hindlord’s power over people. There was no other authority in the arca and
magistrates held the power of lfe and death. In 1813, when a ceo
Catherine Donovan was condemnad and hanged for the murder of Elkn
Carzy, the servants of William Hull, the magistrate who had delivered ¢
sentence, were attacked at a fair by her friends. Hull, who lived at Leamcon,
tmnibﬁmuh\himmplﬁmlmmcmlm:'lﬁwina CIOtE
and lawless part of the country . . . without the least military or civil aid o
solitary policeman.’

In addition 1o his duties on the Bench, Lionel oversaw an unproductive
copper mine belonging to the family, built a courthouse and acred a5
unofficial customs officer. He took it upon himself to impound wreckage in
the face of scavengers. His son recalled how ‘whwn the glass fell be used 10
rouse the people near and take them down to the shore to pull up their boats
and save them'. He was punctiious m his durics, if not officious. A
gentleman who disapproved of one of his judicial decisions made him fighta
ducl.



Dizze ran a school and did good works, but she suffered from lonehi
For years there was no doctor in the area. Sunday church meant a
overlaind and then taking a boar across the inlet to the small port
Crookhaven, where the congregation were sailors, customs men and a
small farmers. For gentecd company they had the clergyman, Mr O'Grady,
father of the writer Standssh O'Grady, with whom they joined in musical
cvenings, Lionel on the violin or cello, Mr O'Grady with the flute and Dizic
at the piano. ‘We ventured on Handd and Mozart very often, and so we had
our music and enjoved it, and it promoced serenity in this remote place.”

The littke group of musicans plaving while fiorce winds rattled the
windows of the house makes a charming image. But Dizic was continually
unhappy. After nine years had passed, duning which she had four childeen,
onc of whom died, and the road had improved enough to take a chaise and
mohonc.slnummh«fab«akmgIummmgchafnhcr-nhwto;
remove from Newcourt, Bug old Mr Flomang had no intention of giving his
house to his son during has lifetime. :

Horace Townsend tried to console his daughter: “There arc weighty
considerations for remaining longer at Ballvdevin. You are doing much
good there, and 1 think it was a happy dav for that country when you and
Lionel went there. This is an important consideration. . . . Then it is a cheap
place andmth;mmgfml\thammxanummbcmwkmbed.\mm

1O expeme to me for T have now a very pothmvbmm&nwplm
everythung for housckoopang at 4 very casy rate. . .
MMMlmvhmmmdaanl)mr.-md\cﬁW\un
10 her father’s lavish and crowded house a8 Derry. Froe time 1o time the
Muuﬂhcw‘uﬂdw“unddmhamd
amvilined living. Her son wroee: “Well do | remcmber my jov when we were
told that the horses” tails were bomng clipped and other arrangements made
for the yourncy.” Obd Mr Fleming lved on at Newvourt, and Liond and his
wife had 1o remain at their outposs for seventoen vears.
In 1837 Becher Flomang dicd ar Last, and his hesr was able o retum to
Newvowrt. A fragmentary diary of Dune Flomang’s has survived for the
stormy winter of 1828 with fhu prevalent and the fear of cholera — but full of
the bustle of rerum, ‘Monday sth March . . . Arrangemenes of all kinds,
‘wnpacking on all sdes. . Fnda-qthm MMnPsluuhvhwc-
'uplhwwtmm - Old Mrs Flemving departed
with her unmarmed
&‘dd\t&..!fmmm ‘our Late sweet abode”, was sent
Jown the coast by ship, the rest, nchading the prano, came by car. Abone all,
“thamthwhhimmww
pleas: fricnds and relatives.
mandwwb&mMMummn
: at Balvdovlin, Samencr passed i 2 round of promics and visies 10
1 g Warer Bav: 3 man sat i the bow of the boat amuing
_ v pln comet. “Dances were the chicf winter ontertainment.
The waltz was a new dance, also the polka. . . . No matter of the bosse was
. nMadmmilamumh-*hdmadw
b d prano the musac”
) Mlmdmdbntmﬁomh'ﬁmho.umd!mimw
zic twebve. They were relazed by blood, bke almose evervone clse m West
: geography and the size of famdbes saw © that Somervilles,
msends, Meades, Pooles, Hungerfords, Bochers and others who Bved
west of Bandoa were nked to cach other by couanship and marmage over
nd over agan. The hikenesses of many members of these familics are
sscrved in the silbhoscttes of August Edowart, a Fronchmuan who toured the
th of Brekand with b scissors in 1513, 0 the pmk-checkod mmmsatures by
In West Cork gentlemen remained comparatively poor. Landlords had low
poxd land and thorefone collected less inthe way of renes. Az Newcourt there
00 question of serwding the bovs away o English schools; the Reverend
o 10 Bandon and the Diocesan school in Ross Carbery were adequare.
problem of how 1o dispose of the children of these lange familbics was
ant in Irish provincil socsry. Liond Floming's banishment to the
end of West Cork was one solunion. Yousger sons could join the
v and go abwoad; those who staved behind had a limited chosce of
cssions considenad sustable: they could bocome clengymen, enter the law,




Masonic Lodge Concert
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Extract from Samuel Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary 1837

KILMOE, a parish, in the Western division of the barony of WEST CARBERY, Co Cork and
province of MUNSTER; containing, with the villages of Rock Island and Crookhaven (both of
which are described under their respective heads), 6889 inhabitants. It forms a peninsula on the
southern coast, bounded by Dunmanus bay and Crookhaven; and comprises 10,738 statute
acres, as applotted under the tithe act. About one-third of the land is under tillage, chiefly by
spade-husbandry, and the remainder is bog and mountain land, but the base of the mountains
affords good pasturage; the highest mountain is Cahir, near Mizen Head. The scenery is very
bold and interesting: the mountains are of schistose formation, based on argillaceous grit, with
veins of quartz intermingled; deposits of copper are found in various places and masses of it
are found in the mountain streams, but no mines have been opened: there are several small
lakes.

On its western and southern boundaries are three remarkable headlands, namely, Three Castle
Head, Mizen Head, called by Ptolemy Notium, or the South Promontory, it being the most
south-western land in Ireland, in lat. 51° 26' 16", and lon. 9° 50'; and Brow Head, also said to
be the Notium of Ptolemy. Dunmanus bay, which bounds the parish on the north-west, has
deep water and good anchorage almost as far up as Mannin island, but is greatly exposed to



westerly winds, and is little frequented except by small vessels, which can ride in Dunmanus
creek or above Mannin island. Besides this island there are in the bay Owen, Horse, Colt,
Lamb, Bird, Furze, and Carbery islands, of which only the last is inhabited. Within the limits of
the parish are numerous bays and creeks, the principal of which are Ballydevlin bay,
Crookhaven, and Barley cove, in each of which there is good anchorage. Petty sessions are
held at Tourmore on alternate Wednesdays, and there is a constabulary police station at
Goleen.

The principal seats are Rockview, the residence of Florence. McCarty, Esq.; Seaview, of D.
Coghlan, Esq.; Rock Island House, of J. Notter, Esq.; Ballydevlin, of L. J. Fleming, Esq.;
Crookhaven House, of R. Doe, Esq.; Ballynaule, of J. Baker, Esq.; Goleen House, of J.
McCarthy, Esq.; and Tourmore, of R. Bailie, Esq.

The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Cork, and in the alternate patronage of
the Crown and the Bishop: the tithes amount to £500. There is no glebe-house; the glebe
comprises 7a. Or. 4p. Here are some extensive tracts of mountain land belonging to the see of
Cork, but now in the hands of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. The church is at Crookhaven.
In the R. C. divisions the parish forms part of the union or district of West Skull, and has a
chapel at Goleen, which was built in 1806. There are five public schools, in which about 400
children are educated, and about 200 are taught in five private schools; there are also three
Sunday schools, but most of them are closed during the winter. The three castles which give
name to a lofty promontory are detached buildings, within a gun-shot of each other: they are on
the cliff and near a spacious and very clear lake, and are stated to have been built by the
Mahonys in the 15th century. At Ballydevlin is a castle, called Desmond castle, which was
built in 1495 by the Mahonys. Some remains of ancient castles also exist at Lisgriffin and on
the shore of the lake of Dunkelly; and near the head of Barley cove are the ruins of the old
parochial church.

AUGHADOWN, or AGHADOWN, a parish, in the East Division of the barony of WEST
CARBERY, county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 3% miles (W. S. W.) from
Skibbereen; containing, with several inhabited islands, 5419 inhabitants.

This parish is situated on the north bank of the river Ilen, and comprises 7063 statue acres, as
applotted under the tithe act, and valued at £5400 per annum. Its surface is very uneven; in
some parts, especially towards the north, it is rocky and unproductive; but near its southern
boundary, towards the Ilen, the land is good and produces excellent crops. About two-thirds of
it are under cultivation; the remainder is rocky ground and bog, of which latter there is a
considerable extent near Newcourt. The state of agriculture is not much improved; the old
heavy wooden plough is still used, and some of the land is cultivated by spade labour; the
fences are everywhere much neglected. Several good roads intersect the parish, one of which is
a new line from Skibbereen to Crookhaven, likely to be of considerable advantage. The Ilen is
navigable for vessels of 200 tons' burden nearly to its eastern extremity: a quay and
storehouses have been constructed at Newcourt, but are entirely neglected, and the harbour is
only frequented by a few sand boats, which discharge their cargoes there for the convenience
of the farmers.

The principal seats are Aughadown House, that of H. Becher, Esq., occupying an elevated site
in the midst of flourishing plantations, and commanding a fine view of the western coast; Lake
Marsh, of Hugh Lawton, Esq.; Whitehall, of S. Townsend, Esq.; Newcourt, of Becher
Fleming, Esq.; the Glebe-house, the residence of the Rev. T. D. Moore; and Holly Hill, of the
Rev. J. Coppinger, P.P.

Fairs for the sale of cattle, sheep, pigs, &c., are held on May 6th and Oct. 2nd. A manor court
is held monthly by a seneschal appointed by Lord Carbery, for the recovery of debts under
40shillings; and here is a constabulary police station.

The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of Ross, and in the patronage of the Bishop; the rectory
is partly impropriate in Lord Audley and partly forms the corps of the archdeaconry of Ross.



The tithes amount ot £600, of which £300 is payable to the impropriator and appropriator, and
£300 to the vicar. The church, situated on the margin of the river, is a small neat edifice with a
square tower, and was built by aid of a loan of £500, in 1812, from the late Board of First

Fruits. The glebe-house is handsome and commodious, and is situated on a glebe of 45 acres.

In the R. C. division this parish is the head of a union or district, which comprises also the
parish of Kilcoe and part of Abbeystrowry, and contains two chapels, situated at Aughadown
and Kilcoe, the former of which is a large and handsome edifice, occupying an elevated site
near Currabeg.

In addition to the parochial schools, there are schools at Whitehall and near Newcourt, also a
pay school. In the demesne of Whitehall are the ruins of Kincoe or Kincolisky castle, built by
the O'Driscols in 1495; and on the grounds of Lake View are some picturesque remains of an
ecclesiastical edifice, called by the people of the neighbourhood the Abbey of Our Lady.



