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A PIONEER PASSES 

 

Mr Edward Townsend 
 

40 Years on Whoyeo Station 

 

One of the grand old pioneers of the Lake Cargelligo district, and of the State, in the person of 

Mr Edward Townsend, died at his residence Kurrajong Street, West Wyalong, at 1.30pm on 

Thursday last.  Deceased, who had reached the advanced age of 78, had been gradually failing 

for some weeks past, but during the major portion of his life he enjoyed exceptionally good 

health. In fact, he was wonderfully well preserved considering his years and the strenuous life 

which he had lived. 

 

The late Mr Townsend was born in Nhill, Victoria.  He came to Whoyeo Station, Lake 

Cargelligo, when he was a young man, and with the exception of one break of twelve months 

in Big Willandry Station, he was continuously at Whoyeo for 40 years.  He was married on 

18th February, 1880.  After leaving Whoyeo he was manager of Bygaloree Station for two 

years.  Nearly thirteen years ago Mr. and Mrs. Townsend, and some of the members of the 

family took up their residence in West Wyalong, and have lived there ever since. They 

celebrated their Golden Wedding on 18th February 1930. 

 

When Mr Townsend first went to Whoyeo Station, Orange was the nearest railway town. 

Wool was carted there, and food supplies were obtained for back-loading. Some of the people 

in the Cargelligo district made Hay (170 miles) their business centre.  Later on the line was 

extended to Whitton, which reduced the distance to 100 miles. When the railway was 

eventually extended to Condoboline only 51 miles distance the people considered themselves 

very fortunate. Now, of course, the lines run to Lake Cargelligo. 

 

[missing] Mr Townsend was a [missing] and generous dis-[missing] who might justly be one 

of Nature’s gentlemen.  He was held in the highest esteem and affection of a wide circle of 

friends in the Lake Cargelligo and West Wyalong districts. 

 

The funeral cortege left the Presbyterian Church on Friday afternoon and was largely 

attended. The coffin was covered with many floral tributes. He will be interred in the 

Presbyterian portion of the Wyalong Cemetery. The Funeral arrangements were conducted by 

Messrs R. and G. Stephenson. 

 

He is survived by his widow, five sons and five daughters. The sons are Thomas, Bert and 

Clayton of Lake Cargelligo and Eric and Keith of West Wyalong. The daughters are Mrs F 

Prior, Boggabri; Mrs Bassan, Terrigal; Mrs O. Holmstrom, West Wyalong; Ms McRae, 

Penshurst; and Mrs J. Wood, Lake Cargelligo. 

 



There are also 34 grandchildren and [missing]. 

 
Obituary Mrs Margaret Townsend (Edgar) 

 

Included in a number of very old residents of this district who have passed away in the last 

few days is Mrs Margaret Tredwell Townsend, who, at the age of 86, died at midnight on 

Monday at the residence of her daughter, Mrs P. Holmstrom, of Rose Bay.  

 

For the past ten years the late Mrs Townsend has been an invalid. She was living with her son 

and daughter-in-law (Mr. and Mrs. Keith Townsend, of West Wyalong) for some years before 

she went to Sydney to her daughter, Mrs P. Holmstrom, about 18 months ago. For the past 

three months she has been very ill.  The late Mrs Townsend is an old resident of Lake 

Cargelligo. Born at Harrow, in Victoria, she went to Lake Cargelligo with her parents (the 

late Mr and Mrs Edgar) when she was a girl, and until she came to West Wyalong about 27 

years ago with her husband and family, she lived in that district.   

 

She was married to the late Mr Edward Townsend at Lake Cargelligo and they reared a 

family of five sons and five daughters. Mr Townsend managed “Whoyeo” Station for many 

years. The excellent qualities of this grand old couple made them ideal residents, and they 

leave a host of friends in both West Wyalong and Lake Cargelligo.  

 

The late Mrs Townsend’s husband predeceased her at West Wyalong about 15 years ago. 

Sons are Messrs Thomas (Lake Cargelligo), Herbert (Orange), Clayton (Sydney), Eric and 

Keith (West Wyalong).   Daughters are Mrs P Holstrom, Mrs G McRae, Mrs F Pryor, Mrs H 

Bassan, all of Sydney and Mrs Wood, of Coonamble.   

 

There was a lengthy cortege at the funeral at West Wyalong yesterday afternoon, when the 

interment was made in the Presbyterian portion of the Wyalong Cemetery.  The Rev. G. W. 

Brown, acting Presbyterian Minister at West Wyalong, conducted the burial service. 

 

 

 

 


