John Sealy Townsend [333]

King’s Inns, Dublin

King’s Inns was established in 1541, when lawyers named their new society in honour of King Henry VIII
and successfully secured a lease of lands at Inns Quay (where the Four Courts are now located). By the
end of the 18th century, the government of the day decided that it needed a building to house courts and
so, in 1800, the noted architect, James Gandon, having just completed the Four Courts complex, was
commissioned to design the present buildings on Constitution Hill. Henceforward, these would be the
headquarters of the Benchers and the School of Law. The primary focus of the school is the training of
barristers.



The Honourable Society of King’s Inns comprises benchers, barristers and students. The benchers include
all the judges of the Supreme and High Courts and a number of elected barristers. The School of Law is
the oldest institution of professional legal education in Ireland. Its reputation is international with a long
list of eminent graduates including former presidents of Ireland and of other countries, politicians and, of
course, judges and barristers in practice throughout the English speaking world.
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Protestant Meeting at Bandon Transcription oj John’s speech.

I know not my Lord, whether I survey the present meeting with more of pride or of depression — with
more of exhortation or of regret. I regard it my Lord with regret for why should I not regret that any
untoward circumstances, that any accumulation of difficulties, that any combination of dangers should
force us to leave the honourable paths of peaceful retirement and compel us to adopt measures which,
even in the eyes of the most infatuated bigot should wear the aspect of hostility to any portion of our
fellow countrymen, but above all to any class of our fellow subjects. I deeply, sincerely deplore it. Would
to God that we could live at peace with all men! Would to God that we could live on terms of political as
well as private and personal friendship with our Roman Catholic countrymen! Would to God that by
making any reasonable sacrifice we could conciliate their affections or appease (I regret to say), the
religious animosities with which they regard us! But my Lord, unless the light of reason were
extinguished in our minds, unless all the ordinary feelings of human nature were extinguished from our
breasts, unless we were lost to every sense of duty to ourselves, our kindred, our country, nay to our
Roman Catholic countrymen themselves, unless we were forgetful of the high and holy obligations by
which we are bound to the King of Kings, we cannot, we dare not contemplate our present position or
future prospects in society without emotions of the deepest alarm, we cannot, we dare not survey the
dangers that encompass us without adopting some precautionary measures for our safety: we cannot look
upon the black and XX clouds which cover all our political horizon without erecting some conductors by
which to convey away the electric fluid harmless from our dwellings. It is for this reason, from a deep
conviction of the necessity which XX us............. against the legislative union and finally against any
connection with England, while the deluded populace, who through all these changes will not gain one
particle, would be the instruments by which tyranny of the worst kind would be set up over themselves,
and their condition rendered hopeless if they should have been banished moral and religious truth from the
country. (Mr Townsend here quoted an appropriate brilliant passage from the writings of Edmund Burke
on the value of an establishment and the rights of church property, and after dwelling with much force on
the peculiar perils by which the church and constitution are menaced, he concluded as follows:-) And
now what are our duties? In the first place every Protestant should take care that he behaves himself with
charity and moderation to his Roman Catholic fellow subject. I tell the man who offers wanton insult that
he not only does not serve, but that he is the worst enemy to the cause, which he affects to support. In the
next place we must confederate. The Protestants of the South must confederate with those of the North,
and the Protestants of Ireland must embrace their brethren of England and we must beat up for recruits
among the hardy sons of Caledonia. The clergyman must be supported in recovering their rights by a
common purse, We must lay petition after petition at the foot of the throne.... I ask the tradesman or the



peasant what one advantage did the past concessions confer on them? Let them count their gains.
Concessions began with the elective franchise. What did the tradesmen and peasants gain by this? How
did it better their condition? I will tell them what they gained.....

Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin

Extract from Samuel Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary 1837

AUGHADOWN, or AGHADOWN, a parish, in the East Division of the barony of WEST CARBERY,
county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 3 1/4 miles (W. S. W.) from Skibbereen; containing, with
several inhabited islands, 5419 inhabitants. This parish is situated on the north bank of the river Ilen, and
comprises 7063 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act, and valued at £5400 per annum. Its surface
is very uneven; in some parts, especially towards the north, it is rocky and unproductive; but near its
southern boundary, towards the Hen, the land is good and produces excellent crops. About two-thirds of it
are under cultivation; the remainder is rocky ground and bog, of which latter there is a considerable extent
near Newcourt. The state of agriculture is not much improved; the old heavy wooden plough is still used,
and some of the land is cultivated by spade labour; the fences are everywhere much neglected. Several
good roads intersect the parish, one of which is a new line from Skibbereen to Crookhaven, likely to be of
considerable advantage. The Ilen is navigable for vessels of 200 tons' burden nearly to its eastern
extremity: a quay and storehouses have been constructed at Newcourt, but are entirely neglected, and the
harbour is only frequented by a few sand boats, which discharge their cargoes there for the convenience of
the farmers. The principal seats are Aughadown House, that of H. Becher®, Esq., occupying an elevated
site in the midst of flourishing plantations, and commanding a fine view of the western coast; Lake Marsh,
of Hugh Lawton, Esq.; Whitehall, of S. Townsend (Samuel Townsend [405]) Esq.; Newcourt, of Becher
Fleming**, Esq.; the glebe-house, the residence of the Rev. T. D. Moore; and Holly Hill, of the Rev. J.
Copinger, P.P. . Fairs for the sale of cattle, sheep, pigs, &c., are held on May 6th and Oct. 2nd. A manor
court is held monthly by a seneschal appointed by Lord Carbery, for the recovery of debts under 40s; and
here is a constabulary police station. The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of Ross, and in the patronage
of the Bishop; the rectory is partly impropriate in Lord Audley and partly forms the corps of the
archdeaconry of Ross. The tithes amount to £600, of which £300 is payable to the impropriator and
appropriator, and £300 to the vicar. The church, situated on the margin of the river, is a small neat edifice
with a square tower, and was built by aid of a loan of £500, in 1812, from the late Board of First Fruits.
The glebe-house is handsome and commodious, and is situated on a glebe of 45 1/2 acres. In addition to
the parochial schools, there are schools at Whitehall and near Newcourt, also a pay school. In the demesne
of Whitehall are the ruins of Rincolisky castle, built by the O'Driscols in 1495; and on the grounds of Lake
View are some picturesque remains of an ecclesiastical edifice, called by the people of the neighbourhood
the Abbey of Our Lady.



* Becher connections with Horatio Townsend [104] and Richard Townsend [201].

** Fleming connections with John Sealy Townsend [333] - John's father in law, Eliza Townsend [5D05]
and Horatio Townsend [6B05].

TRACTON, a parish, in the barony of KINNALEA, county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 4
miles (S.) from Carrigaline, on the road to Roberts-Cove, and on that from Ringabella to Kinsale;
containing 2838 inhabitants. The parish comprises 2558 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act. The
land is very good, and is chiefly in dairy farms; about one-fourth is arable, producing mostly wheat and
potatoes: the manure used is principally sea-sand, which is brought to Menane bridge, or Ringabella creek,
in boats manned with three men each; where also sea-coal, the fuel mostly used, is landed. Near Tracton is
a small bog. At Ahnacarriga, the property of the Earl of Shannon, are valuable lead mines, worked some
years since but now discontinued. At Ringabella are very extensive works, conducted by an English
company of miners, and employing upwards of 400 persons; the ore raised is very good. Not far from the
church are rocks of excellent slate, but the quarries are very indifferently worked. The river is navigable
for hookers up to Menane bridge, about three miles from the bay; it is very intricate on account of the
serpentine course it takes, but not dangerous. A canal has been contemplated, to commence at the bridge
and to continue through the valley to Belgooley, about ten miles, which would be very beneficial, as great
quantities of manure are obliged now to be carried overland. The gentlemen's seats are Ringabella, the
residence of S. A. Austin, Esq.; Gurtnagrenane, of L. Shea, Esq.; Broomley, of G. Daunt*, Esq.; and
Fountainstown, of F. Hodder, Esq. The living is an impropriate cure, in the diocese of Cork, united to
those of Kilmony, Kilpatrick, Ballyfoyle, Kinnure and Clontead, and in the patronage of the Earl of
Shannon, in whom the rectory is impropriate: the tithes amount to £403. 10., wholly payable to the
impropriator. The income of the perpetual curate arises from £25 from the Earl of Shannon, and £50 from
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. The glebe-house was erected by aid of a gift of £450 and a loan of £50,
in 1814, from the late Board of First Fruits; the glebe comprises 24 acres: both the house and land have
been given up to the original proprietor from whom the Board purchased the land, although £650 had been
expended in building and £500 as a fine, so as to reduce the rent of the land. The church, surrounded by a
grove of trees at the bottom of a deep valley, forms a pleasingly picturesque object; it is a plain building,
with a small tower and low spire, erected upon the site of the ancient abbey, by aid of a loan of £1000, in
1817, from the same Board. About 200 children are educated in the parochial and two other schools.
Inconsiderable remains of the old abbey may be traced; and numerous sculptured stones, scattered around
the neighbourhood, afford some idea of the magnificent character of the structure. Tracton gave the title of
Baron to James Dennis, Chief Baron of the Exchequer, in 1781, which title is extinct; a splendid
monument of white marble has been erected to his memory in the cathedral at Cork. A chalybeate spring
exists here, but is not now used.

* Helena Townsend [619] married George Digby Daunt about 1810. George's Daunt's paternal great
grandmother was Penelope Townsend [119]



