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Extracts from Samuel Lewis’ Topographical Directory 1837 

CASTLE-TOWNSEND, a village, in the parish of CASTLEHAVEN, East Division of the barony of WEST 
CARBERY, county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 4 1/2 miles (E.) from Skibbereen; containing 901 
inhabitants. This village, which derives its name from Castle-Townsend, the seat of Col. Townsend (Colonel 
John Townsend [230]), is situated on the north side of the harbour of Castlehaven, and consists of one long 
street, with a shorter one diverging from it, comprising 150 houses, which are mostly small but well built. It 
contains the custom-house for the port of Baltimore, and is a coast-guard station in the district of Skibbereen, 
and a constabulary police station. It occupies a gentle declivity, which descends to the bay, and is well adapted 
for an extensive trade, but has none, except a little in fish. The harbour, which is half a mile wide, is well 
sheltered, and vessels of 500 tons' burden can anchor within the haven. There is a ferry to the opposite parish of 
Myross, affording a ready communication with the village of Union-Hall, on the harbour of Glandore. The fine 
seat of Castle-Townsend was attacked, in 1690, by about 500 Irish troops in the interest of Jas. II., under young 
O'Driscoll, who were so warmly received by the proprietor and a garrison of 35 men, that in two assaults they 
lost 40 of their number, with their commander and two other officers. It was attacked again, soon afterwards, by 
Mac Fineen O'Driscoll, at the head of 400 men, who, having slain five of its garrison of 30 dragoons compelled 
the rest to surrender. Col. Culliford subsequently retook the castle, after killing ten and capturing five of the 
Irish garrison. The elegant church of Castlehaven stands on a bold eminence above the village; and the 
parochial and infants' schools are also situated here. --See CASTLEHAVEN. 

CASTLEHAVEN, a parish, in the East Division of the barony of WEST CARBERY, county of CORK, and 
province of MUNSTER, 4 1/2 miles (W.) from Skibbereen; containing 5619 inhabitants. This parish, anciently 
called Glanbarrahane, derived that name from a deep rocky glen dedicated to St. Barrahane, and its modern 
appellation from the castle that protected the haven. This parish is situated on the harbour of the same name, on 
the southern coast, and contains 10,421 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act, and valued at £6336 per 
annum. About two-thirds of the land are cultivated; the remainder is waste, consisting of high barren rocky 
ridges, or bog. Cultivation is principally performed by the spade, or the heavy old wooden plough. The harbour 
is more than half a mile in width, and is very secure and well sheltered: it is adapted for vessels drawing 10 feet 
of water, which can lie about a quarter of a mile above Reen Head, with the rocks called the Stags in sight. The 



coast here is bold and picturesque, with several small islands lying off it, the principal of which are Horse Island 
and one called Blackrock. The Stags are three very conspicuous rocks lying four miles (S. W. 1/2 W.) from the 
entrance of the harbour; and Toe head is a broad promontory, between which and Gokane point is a small but 
well sheltered bay. The principal seats are Castle Townsend, the residence of Col. Townsend (Colonel John 
Townsend [230]); Point House, of R. B. Townsend (Richard Townsend [221]), Esq.; Drishane, of T. 
Somerville*, Esq.; Smithville, of T. Townsend (Thomas Townsend [319)], Esq.; and Shepperton, of M. 
Townsend (Jonas Morris Townsend [222]), Esq. The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Ross, 
and in the alternate patronage of the Crown and the Bishop: the tithes amount to £600. The church is a large and 
very handsome edifice, with a lofty square tower supported by buttresses and crowned with pinnacles: it stands 
in the demesne of Castle Townsend, and was built in 1827, of hewn fawn-coloured freestone obtained from the 
quarries on Horse Island, at an expense of £1500, of which £1250 was granted by the late Board of First Fruits, 
and £250 was contributed by Col. Townsend [230]. There is an elegant glebe-house, standing on a glebe of 15 
acres. The male and female parochial schools are in Castle Townsend, and are aided by the rector and Col. 
Townsend [230]. An infants' school was established there in 1835, and is supported by subscription. There are 
also four hedge schools and a Sunday school in the parish. The ancient castle, the walls of which are still visible 
near the mouth of the harbour, was built by the O'Driscolls, and subsequently belonged to the family of 
Touchet, of which George Touchet, Lord Audley, who had been governor of Utrecht, and was wounded at 
Kinsale in 1602, was created Earl of Castlehaven, in 1616: this title was enjoyed through five generations, but 
became extinct in 1777. Not far distant from the castle are the remains of the old church of Glanbarrahane; and 
near it is a well, dedicated to St. Barrahane, still frequented. 

*  Somerville connections here at Elizabeth [225], Henrietta [234], Jonas Morris [237], John [316] and Mary 
[506]. 

GLANDORE, a small but rising village, in the parish of KILFAUGHNABEG, Western Division of the barony 
of EAST CARBERY, county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 3 miles (S. W.) from Rosscarbery; 
containing about 200 inhabitants. This seems to have been a place of some importance at an early period, as 
appears from the erection of the castles of Glandore and Kilfinnan; for many years it continued in a very 
impoverished state, but it has again become a place of considerable note through the spirited exertions of its 
present proprietor, J. Redmond Barry, Esq., who has within the last few years expended upwards of £10,000 in 
various improvements. It is situated on the eastern side of Glandore harbour, which affords secure anchorage to 
vessels of large size; and is navigable to Leap, a village on the Cork and Skibbereen mail road. The scenery at 
the entrance of the harbour is extremely picturesque, and is remarkable as having formed the subject, of a Latin 
poem, called "Carberiae Rupes," written by Dean Swift, who spent some time in the neighbourhood. A pier has 
been recently constructed near the village, which affords protection to about 20 fishing yawls of three tons each; 
fish of every kind is abundant in the bay. Many elegant houses and a comfortable hotel have been erected, and 
from the beauty of its situation and the salubrity of the climate, the village has become a favourite place of 
residence, and much frequented during the bathing season; baths have been erected and every accommodation 
afforded for the convenience of visitors. The principal residences are Glandore Castle, the seat of P. Morris, 
Esq.; Glandore House, of J. Redmond Barry, Esq.; Glandore Cottage, of JFH. Townsend (Judge John FitzHenry 
Townsend [250]) Esq.; Glandore Lodge, of R. Adams, Esq.; Stone Hall, of Major T. Allen; Westview House, of 
Major Edw. Allen; Chateau Maria, of F. Allen, Esq.; Kilfinnan Castle, of T. Raneland, Esq.; Prospect House, of 
John Morris, Esq.; Glenville, of Capt. E. Hart; Union Cottage, of Mrs. Donovan; and Cliff Cottage, of the Rev. 
Mr. Walker. A school-house capable of containing 600 children has been lately erected by Mr. Barry, with the 
aid of the National Board of Education; the boys receive instruction in agriculture and trades from competent 
teachers, and a model farm and carpenters' workshop are connected with it. The management of the girls' school 
reflects the highest credit on Miss Adams, the acting patroness, who most benevolently devotes her time to its 
superintendence: an infants' school has also been established. 

SCHULL, a parish, in the Western Division of the barony of WEST CARBERY, county of CORK, and 
province of MUNSTER, 11 1/2 miles (W. S. W.) from Skibbereen, on the road to Crookhaven; containing, with 
several inhabited islands in Roaring Water bay, 15,252 inhabitants, of which number, 385 are in the village. It is 
exceedingly wild and uncultivated, and appears in the earlier periods of Irish history to have been regarded as of 
very great importance from its numerous defiles and strongholds amidst its rocks; and in later times, from the 
erection of several castles by the various native sects, which from their situation and great strength would 
appear to have been impregnable. The castles of Dunbeacon* and Dunmanus, on Dunmanus bay, were built by 
the sect of O'Mahony; the former to protect the boundary and pass between their territories and those of the 
O'Donovans. The parish forms the eastern portion of a peninsula extending from Dunmanus Bay, on the north, 
to Roaring Water Bay on the south, and comprising 84,000 statute acres, of which 24,204 are applotted under 



the tithe act, and valued at £7898 per annum. The surface is rocky and very uneven, rising in some parts into 
mountains of considerable elevation; the highest in a chain extending from east to west is Mount Gabriel, 1145 
feet above the level of the sea; the whole are of the schistose formation, in some places passing into all the 
varieties of transition rock. About one-third of the land, consisting principally of small patches between the 
rocks, is under tillage; but the system of agriculture is in a very backward state, and spade husbandry is in 
general practice. There are some tracts of mountain which afford tolerable pasturage to numerous herds of 
young cattle; but the greater portion presents only a bare rocky surface, and appears to be wholly irreclaimable. 
There are also considerable tracts of bog, producing a good supply of peat, part of which might be reclaimed at 
a moderate expense. The principal seats are Ardmanah House, the residence of Major J. Wynne; Lemcon 
House, of R. E. Hull, Esq.; Rock Cottage, of J. O'Callaghan, Esq.; Gortnagruach, of R. Swanton, Esq.; Audley 
Lodge, of Capt. Forster, R. N.; Greenmount, of Capt. Long; Ballydehob Cottage, of the Rev. J. Barry, P. P.; and 
Ardirivema, of the Rev. L. O'Sullivan. The islands within the limits of the parish are Long island, Goat island, 
Castle island, Horse island, Dunmanus, Ballydehob, Carbery island, the Three Calves, and the islands of Carty 
and Moan. The largest of these is Long island, but the most valuable is Horse island, abounding with copper ore 
of good quality, which is found also in other parts of the parish. Some very extensive mines have been opened 
on the summit of Cappach hill by the proprietor, Lord Audley; they were subsequently worked by the Irish 
Mining company, but are now rented by the West Cork Mining company, who have for a time suspended their 
operations here while they are working the mines in Horse island, about a mile and a half distant; the ore found 
at Cappach and Horse island is very pure. The same company, in 1835, opened very extensive slate quarries at 
Audley's Cove and at Tilemuck, in this parish, in which 500 men are constantly employed; the slate is of 
excellent quality, compact, hard, and durable; and great quantities have been already sent to London and other 
English markets, where it is in great demand. Trials for copper ore and slate have also been made with success 
in various parts of the parish, the working of which will be highly beneficial, by providing constant employment 
to the dense population of this wild and hitherto almost unknown portion of the country. The mines and quarries 
now in progress are situated close to the shores of Roaring Water bay, upon a small creek called Audley's Cove, 
from which their produce can be readily shipped for any British port. The bay is accessible to vessels of 600 
tons' burden; and the harbour of Skull is well sheltered, the ground level, and the water in the anchorage 
averaging from three to four fathoms; the entrance is perfectly safe, and at all times practicable, there being only 
one rock, which is situated nearly in the centre, and is dry at two hours' ebb. A new line of road parallel with the 
shore, and leading from Skibbereen to Rock island and Crookhaven, has been constructed, which will materially 
benefit the trade of the place. The village contains 79 houses, several of which are modern and well built. A fair 
for cattle, sheep and pigs is held at Skull on the 5th of January, and fairs are also held in the village of 
Ballydehob. A constabulary police force is stationed here and also at Ballydehob; and there are coast-guard 
stations on Long island and at Skull, which latter is a detachment from the station at Crookhaven, in the district 
of Skibbereen. A manorial court is held at Lemcon, every third Monday, at which debts under £5 are 
recoverable; there is also an ecclesiastical manor belonging to the bishop of Ross, for which a court is held 
occasionally; and petty sessions are held at Towermore every alternate week.  The living is a rectory and 
vicarage, in the diocese of Cork, and in the alternate patronage of the Crown and the Bishop: the tithes amount 
to £850. The glebe-house is a handsome residence, and the glebe comprises 63 3/4 acres. The church, towards 
the repairs of which the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have recently granted £207, is a small plain edifice, 
erected in 1720. At Ballydehob is a very handsome church, in the later English style, erected in 1829 as a chapel 
of ease, at an expense of £600, a gift from the late Board of First Fruits; divine service is also performed in three 
schoolrooms in the parish. About 340 children are taught in six public schools, of which three are supported by 
the rector; and there are nine private schools (in which are about 230 children), a Sunday school, and a 
dispensary.  

* Dunbeacon connections with Richard [221], Richard [254], Richard [266] and  Richard [284]. 

Transcript of a letter from Henry’s sister, Geraldine Townsend [252], to Edward Mansel Townsend [630] 
concerning the loss of Chavenage 

 
[black edged & embossed ] 
27th November 1896.     Thornbury House, Thornbury,      
     Gloucestershire.  
Dear Mr. Townshend, 

 I can satisfy your interest in our affairs up to a certain point. That Mr. Holford, the principal Mortgagee 
left in his will that all his securities should be realised.  Consequently the Sum he lent to my Father (after the 
effects of the famine of 1845) has been called in, & must be paid. It is over £30,000 - My sister & I can only 



offer our joint (the FitzGerald) Estate in Kerry as security for a fresh loan; & so far we have not been 
successful, as Irish Security is doubted in the Money Market - & my poor brother's widow (Jane) caused the 
sale of our Mother's Gloucestershire Estate which was the security of the original Loan…..The Court of 
Chancery offers the Estate to tenants (12,000 acres) - leaving just the demesne & house, at present untouched. I 
cannot tell you more, knowing nothing beyond this. I am glad you have benefited by the death of that dreadful 
woman (Samuel Townsend’s [443] wife, Elise)…..I have the greatest regard for Mr. R.B.Townshend [5D15] 
who lives at Oxford & remember quite well your Cousin with the Hodgson's (Susan Townsend [5D21]) at 
Firleaze which we left in 1877 - I live now at Thornbury. Believe me Geraldine H.T.Mundy.  
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