The Electromagnetic Spectrum

1 Our eyes/brains perceive light wavelength as color
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wavelength of 1 nm = 1 billionth of a meter

2 The Electromagnetic Spectrum
(all the other possible wavelengths of electromagnetic radiation)
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Low frequency

High frequency

Visible light frequency of 1 Hz = 1 cycle per second

700 nm

Atmosphere

The Earth’s atmosphere blocks out a lot
of electromagnetic radiation from space
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Thermosphere
(auroras)

Mesosphere
(meteors burn up)

Stratosphere
(ozone layer at 20-30 km;
jets fly at 10 km)

Troposphere
(weather)



